ANMC Board of 


Directors nominee 


Lee Richardson, Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs (OCA) Director- 
Designate, has been elected to serve 
a 3-year term as a member of the 
American National Metric Council 
(ANMC) Board of Directors. ANMC 
is a nonprofit organization whose 
main purpose is to coordinate the 
change to metric in the private 
sector. 


Energy information 


Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Dept. (HUD) has released an 
energy information package designed 
to give consumers energy saving tips 
and to help the public cope with the 
high costs of energy. The package in- 
cludes pamphlets on HUD’s insured 
loan program for weatherizing and in- 
stalling solar space heating and cool- 
ing systems, weatherization hints, 
and information on solar heating and 
cooling. The information package is 
available by writing HUD Energy, 
405 Riggs Rd., NE, Washington, DC 
20011. 


Justice recommends 

Justice Dept. has asked the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
(ICC) to eliminate over the next 5 
years regulations that require in- 
terstate truckers to follow circuitous 
routes between points they are au- 
thorized to serve. 

Justice says that allowing truck- 
ers to operate on the shortest routes 
would increase competition in the 
trucking industry and save up to 51 
million gallons of fuel and $139 mil- 
lion in transportation costs annually. 

Presently, motor carriers are 
generally required to use the exact 
routes specified by ICC. 


Thus, a carrier with an approval 
authorizing service from Cincinnati 
to Indianapolis (108 miles) and 
another for service from Indianapolis 
to Louisville (114 miles), but with no 
approval for direct service between 
Cincinnati and Louisville (113 miles), 
ean lawfully provide Cincinnati- 
Louisville service only by carrying 
the cargo through the Indianapolis 
“gateway’—a route 109 miles longer 
than the direct route between the 2 
cities. 

In recent years, however, ICC 
has adopted a limited exception to 
this general rule, Justice said. 

According to Justice, the total 
elimination of gateway require- 
ments—which Justice recom- 
mends—could reduce truck distance 
traveled nationally by as much as 233 
million miles a year. 


Correction 


CONSUMER NEwWs: Dec. 1 con- 
tained an incorrect caption for one of 
Office of Consumer Affairs’ (OCA) 
comments. The comment should have 
been headed “Junk phone calls” in- 
stead of “Junk mail.” We apologize 
for the error. 
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Hair dyes 


A recent General Accounting Office (GAO) report to Congress con- 
cludes that some colors used in coal tar hair dyes—the dyes most widely used 
by an estimated 33 million women to permanently or temporarily change 
their hair color—may carry a significant risk of cancer to users. 

Because exemptions to the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act do not 
permit Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to regulate cval tar hair dye 
products effectively, GAO recommends that Congress repeal the exemptions. 
If this is done, colors used in these dyes will be subject to premarket ap- 
proval by FDA (similar to other color additives), and manufacturers will have 
to prove that these colors are safe. 

It should be noted that FDA has authority to require warning labels on 
coal tar dye products—such as the importance of having patch tests and of 
avoiding eye contact—it has not used this authority to require a cancer warn- 
ing on the labels. 

FDA agrees with GAO’s recommendation that Congress repeal the coal 
tar hair dye exemptions because it believes that these dyes should be subject 
to the same regulation and safety appraisal as other cosmetics. In fact, FDA 
is now evaluating a report from the National Cancer Institute (NCI) on the 
hair dye agent, 2,4-DAA, which indicates that 2,4-DAA can cause cancer in 
test animals. In addition, FDA recently asked NCI to expedite a final report 
on another hair dye agent, 2,4-TDA, as well as reports on 8 other hair dye 
ingredients being studied by NCI. 

Copies of GAO’s report to Congress are available without charge to non- 
profit organizations and members of the press. You may write to General 
Accounting Office Distribution Section, Room 4522, Washington, DC 20548. 
Ask for Cancer and Coal Tar Hair Dyes: An Unregulated Hazard to 
Consumers. 

For additional information on hair dyes call FDA’s Office of Consumer 
Inquiries at 301-443-3170. 


Update of the “Sunshine Laws” 


The ability of citizens to know how Federal decisions are made was at 
issue recently when the Library of Congress told a Senate Governmental 
Affairs Subcommittee that 8 months after the effective date of a law requir- 
ing “government in the sunshine,” more than half of Federal agency meet- 
ings still are at least partly closed to the news media and the public. The law, 
requiring 47 Federal agencies to give advance notice of meetings and open 
them to the public—with certain exceptions—went into effect March 11. 

In a Nov. 29 report the Library told the Senate Subcommittee that out 
of 1,003 meetings conducted during the first 6 months of the law, 527 were 
closed to some extent—339 completely closed and 188 partially closed. 

In only 193 of the 527 closed meetings did the agency involved cite rel- 
evant exceptions in the law—such as national security, financial confidential- 
ity or personal privacy—as the reason for excluding the public. The Library 
said agencies with the greatest number of closed or partially closed meetings 
were the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission (NRC) and the Federal Reserve System (FRS). 
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Acrylonitrile CR Oct 15:1 
Activated health consumers Dec 
15:2 
Administration on Aging 
Programs for elderly Aug 15:2 
Advance booking charters CR Dec 
1:1 
Aerosols CR Aug 1:1 Aug 1:3 CR 
Oct 1:1 
Also see chlorofluorocarbons 
Agriculture Dept 
Beef prices Sept 1:2 
Canned white potatoes CR Nov 
1:2 
Child nutrition programs CR 
Oct 15:2 
Food supply Aug 15:4 
Grapefruit juice CR Nov 1:2 
Ice cream CR Nov 15:1 
Net weight labeling CR Nov 1:1 
CR Dec 15:2 
Nitrate and nitrite petition Dec 
1:3 
Peaches CR Dec 1:2 
Potatoes for chipping CR Dec 
asi 
School breakfasts CR Sept 15:3 
School lunches CR Oct 15:2 
Sugar, iron and vitamins in 
cereals Oct 1:1; CR Oct 1:1 
Tissue from ground bone CR 
Nov 15:1 
WIC program Oct 1:1 
Airline lobbying costs CR Oct 1:1 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
Bureau of 
Metric wine bottles CR Sept 1:2 
Wine CR Aug 15:2 
Air bags and passive safety belts 
CR Sept 1:1 
Amtrak Jul 15:4 
Antennas CR Nov 15:1 
AutoCAPs Sept 1:3 
Auto hotiine Oct 15:1 
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Beef prices Sept 1:2 
Bumpers CR Jul 1:1 CR Jul 1:2 CR 
Oct 15:1 CR Nov 15:2 
Bus service CR Jul 1:1 
Canned peas CR Jul 1:1 CR Sept 
15:2 
Canned white potatoes CR Nov 1:2 
Car pools Aug 1:1 
Carter, President 
Consumer coalition Aug 1:1 
Consumer Representation Plans 
Aug 15:1 
Fair Debt Collection Bill Oct 1:2 
Food and nutrition study Oct 1:2 
Metric Board nominations Dec 
1:1 
“Catch-Up” conference Dec 15:4 
Center for Disease Control Aug 
15:4 
Charter flights CR Dee 15:1 
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Cheese 
Process CR Nov 1:2 
Skim milk CR Nov 1:2 
Chevrolet engine substitutions Jul 
1:1 
Child nutrition programs CR Oct 
15:2 
Chlorofluorocarbons Aug 1:3 
Christmas tree lights CR Aug 15:2 
Cigarettes CR Aug 15:1 
Citizens band radios CR Aug 1:2 CR 
Nov 1:2 
Civil Aeronautics Board 
Advance booking charters CR 
Dec 1:1 
Airline lobbying costs CR Oct 
1:1 
Charter flights escrow accounts 
CR Dec 15:1 
Consumer agency support Sept 
1:1 
Handicapped travelers CR Dec 
Gil 
On-time flights CR Nov 1:2 
Overbooking CR Oct 15:1 
“Sky-Bus” service Sept 15:1 
Also see RATE REGISTER 
Client grievance committee CR Aug 
1:1 
Coffee prices Oct 15:2 
College Work-Study Program CR 
Oct 15:2 
Commerce Dept 
Product labeling program CR 
Jul 15:1 
Shellfish Nov 1:3 
Also see National Bureau of 
Standards 
Common Cause survey Sept 1:1 
Community Services Administra- 
tion 
Programs for elderly Aug 15:3 
Comptroller of the Currency CR 
Nov 15:1 
Comptroller General of US 
Mileage report Oct 1:8 
Consumer agency 
Civil Aeronautics Board sup- 
port Sept 1:1 
Federal Trade Commission 
support Sept 1:1 
Common Cause survey Sept 1:1 
Compromise proposal Nov 1:1 
Compromise proposal postponed 
Nov 15:1 
Nickel campaign Aug 1:1 
Proposed reorganization Aug 
15:1 
“«chnsumer alert” Aug 15:1 
Consumer Assembly 78 Dec 15:4 
CONSUMER NEWS subscriptions Jul 
1:1 Qet 15:1 
Consgmer Product Safety Com- 
mission 
See product safety 
Consumers’ education program CR 
Oct 1:1 


Consumer recordkeeping CR Nov 
15:2 

Country of origin markings CR Aug 
15:1 CR Sept 15:2 

Credit and adverse action CR Nov 
Ki 

Credit unions CR Aug 1:2 CR Aug 
15:1 CR Dee 15:2 

Customs Service 

Country of origin markings CR 
Aug 15:1 CR Sept 15:2 
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Diamonds Jul 15:2 
Diet pills CR Nov 1:1 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
CR Nov 1:1 
Drug legislation hearing CR Nov 
15:1 
Electric cords Nov 15:3 
Energy conference Sept 1:4 
Energy Dept 
Energy efficiency test proce- 
dures CR Oct 15:1 
Establishment Oct 15:1 
Mileage guide CR Dee 1:2 
Also seé Federal Energy Ad- 
ministration and Energy Re- 
search and Development 
Administration 
Energy efficiency: appliances CR 
Jul 1:2 CR Oct 15:1 
Energy Research and Development 
Administration 
Recycling auto oil Jul 15:1 
Also see Energy Dept 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Car pools Aug 1:1 
Fuel economy labeling CR Sept 
15:3 
Gas mileage ratings Oct 1:7 Nov 
1:1 
Noisy appliances CR Jul 1:2 CR 
Sept 15:2 
Noisy buses CR Oct 1:2 
Recycled oil Jul 15:2 
Estrogen CR Aug 1:1 Nov 1:1 
“Express Mail” delivery Nov 1:1 
Eyeglasses CR Jul 1:1 
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Federal Aviation Administration 
Handicapped travelers CR Dec 
m2 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion 
Citizens band radios CR Aug 1:2 
CR Nov 1:2 
Junk phone calls CR Nov 1:1 
Dee 1:3 
TV manual Dec 1:4 


Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo- 
ration CR Nov 15:1 
Federal Disaster Assistance Ad- 
ministration 
Storm-damaged buildings Sept 
1:2 
Federal Energy Administration 
Energy efficiency: appliances 
CR Jul 1:2 CR Sept 1:1 
Also see Energy Dept 
Federal Highway Administration 
Metric road signs CR Sept 1:2 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
CR Nov 15:1 
Federal Reserve System 
Credit and adverse action CR 
Nov 1:1 
Surcharges CR Sept 15:2 
Truth-in-Lending CR Nov 15:1 
Federal Trade Commission 
Chevrolet engine substitution 
Jul 1:1 
Cigarette advertising report CR 
Aug 15:1 
Consumer protection appointee 
Jul 15:2 
Energy efficiency labels CR Oct 
15:1 
Eyeglasses CR Jul 1:1 
“Gold” and “silver” CR Aug 1:2 
Health spas CR Jul 15:2 
Insulation Oct 15:3 CR Dee 1:1 
Memorial societies Dec 1:4 
Mobile homes hearings CR Dec 
15:2 
National Warranty Update Con- 
ference Nov 15:1 
Public participation CR Jul 15:1 
Aug 15:3 
Rusty cars Oct 1:1 
Solar energy meeting Dec 1:1 
Support for consumer agency 
Sept 1:1 
Warranties CR Sept 1:1 
Also see publications 
Fireplaces and firewood Nov 1:4 
First aid labels CR Jul 15:2 


Food and Drug Administration 
Acrylonitrile CR Oct 15:1 
Aerosols CR Aug 1:1 
Canned peas CR Jul 1:1 CR Sept 
15:2 

Diet pills CR Nov 1:1 

Drug legislation hearing CR 
Nov 15:1 

Estrogen CR Aug 1:1 Nov 1:1 

Ice cream CR Nov 15:2 

Individual-service containers 
CR Oct 1:1 

Italian cheses CR Sept 1:1 

Laetrile Aug 1:2 Sept 1:4 

Lead in dinnerware Dec 1:1 

Liquid protein supplements CR 
Dee 15:2 

Medical devices CR Oct 1:1 

Net weight labeling CR Nov 1:1 

Nitrates and nitrites CR Sept 
15:2 

Peanut spread CR Aug 1:1 

Pneumonia vaccine Dec 1:1 

Process ciieese CR Nov 1:2 

Progestins CR Sept 1:1 

Reading prescriptions Nov 1:2 

Saccharin CR Aug 1:1 CR Sept 
15:2 CR Dee 1:2 

Skim milk cheese CR Nov 1:2 

Yogurt CR Jul 1:1 

Zirconium CR Sept 1:1 

Also see recalls 

Food and nutrition study Oct 1:2 


Fuel economy 
Labeling CR Sept 15:3 
Standards CR Aug 15:1 
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Glass CR Jul 1:1 

“Gold” and “silver” CR Aug 1:2 

Government Printing Office 
CONSUMER NEWS subscriptions 

Jul 1:1 Oct 15:1 
Government reorganization CR Aug 
15:2 
Grapefruit juice CR Nov 1:2 
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Grocery carts CR Dec 1:2 


Hammers Sept 15:4 
Handicapped 
Air travelers CR Dee 1:1 
Hazardous products CR Oct 15:1 
Health spas CR Jul 15:2 
Health, Education and Welfare 
Dept 
Hospitals and fuel use Dee 15:1 
“Operation Common Sense” Nov 
15:1 
Also see Administration on Ag- 
ing, Center for Disease Con- 
trol, Food and Drug Admin- 
istration and Office of Edu- 
cation 
Hearing impaired consumers Nov 
1:3 
Holiday safety tips Dee 1:4 
Hospitals and fuel use Dee 15:1 
Housing and Urban Development 
Dept 
Mobile home manuals CR Aug 
1:1 
Mobile home mortgages CR Dee 
15:1 
One-family mortgages CR Nov 
15:2 
Rehabilitation loans Nov 15:4 
Reimbursement for defects Jul 
15:1 
Also see Federal Disaster As- 
sistance Administration 
Housing defects Jul 15:1 


Ice cream CR Nov 15:1, 2 
Immunization Aug 15:4 
Index Jul 1:2, 3, 4 
Individual-service food containers 
CR Oct 1:1 
Insulation Sept 15:4 CR Oct 1:2 Oct 
15:3 Nov 1:1 CR Dee 1:1 
Also see publications 
Interior Dept 
Passports to parks Aug 1:4 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Bus service CR Jul 1:1 
Junk phone calls CR Nov 1:1 Dee 1:3 
Justice Dept 
Air fares Sept 15:1 


L, M, N 


Laetrile Aug 1:2 Sept 1:4 


Laws 

Amendments to Title IV of 
Higher Education Act of 1965 
CR Dee 15:1 

Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act CR Jul 1:2 CR Sept 1:1 

Fair Debt Collection Bill Oct 1:2 

Federal Credit Union Act CR 
Aug 1:2 CR Dec 15:2 

Federal Food, Drug and Cosme- 
tic Act CR Nov 15:2 

Housing and Community De- 
velopment Act of 1977 CR 
Nov 15:2 CR Dee 15:1 

Magnuson-Moss FTC Improve- 
ment Act of 1975 CR Jul 15:1 
Nov 15:1 

Medical Device Amendments of 
1976 CR Oct 1:1 

Metric Conversion Act of 1975 
Dee 15:1 

Motor Vehicle Information and 
Cost Savings Act CR Dec 15:1 

National Mobile Home Con- 
struction and Safety Stand- 
ards Act of 1974 CR Aug 1:1 

Noise Control Act of 1974 CR 
Jul 1:2 

Recap of 1977 laws Dec 15:1 


Lead 
Dinnerware Dec 1:2 
Paint CR Oct 1:2 


Legal Services Corporation CR 
Aug 1:1 

Liquid protein supplements CR Dee 
15:2 

Low-income consumer conference 
Oct 15:1 


Mail disguised as bills CR Dec 1:2 
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Mail schemes Jul 15:3 
Medical devices CR Oct 1:1 
Memorial societies Dee 1:4 
Metric 
Metric Board nominations Dec 
1:1 
Road signs CR Sept 1:2 
Wine bottles CR Sept 1:2 
Mobile homes 
Hearings CR Sept 15:3 CR 
15:2 
Manuals CR Aug 1:1 
Mortgages CR Dee 15:1 
Mortgages CR Nov 15:2 CR Dee 15: 
National Bureau of Standards 
Appliances CR Jul 1:2 
Energy improvement targets 
CR Sept 1:1 
National Cancer Institute 
Laetrile Aug 1:2 
Tris Jul 1:1 
National Commission on Elec- 
tronic Fund Transfers 
Final report Nov 15:4 
Also see publications 
National Consumers League Aug 1.1 
National Credit Union Administra- 
tion 
Lending policies CR Aug 15:1 
Mortgages CR Dec 15:2 
Share certificates CR Aug 1:2 
Truth-in-Lending CR Nov 15:1 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 
Air bags and passive safety 
belts CR Sept 1:1 
Auto hotline Oct 15:1 
Bumpers CR Jul 1:1 CR Jul 1:2 
CR Oct 15:1 CR Nov 15:2 
Fuel economy standards CR 
Aug 15:1 
Low volume car makers CR Aug 
15:1 
Odometers CR Aug 15:2 CR Dee 
a2 
Petition handling CR Dec 15:1 
Also see recalls 
National Symposium on Chronic 
Hazards Nov 1:1 
National Warranty Update Confer- 
ence Nov 15:1 
Net weight labeling CR Nov 1:1 CR 
Dec 15:2 
Nitrates and nitrites CR Sept 15:2 
Dec 1:3 
Noise 
Appliances CR Jul 1:2 CR Sept 
15:2 


Buses CR Oct 1:2 


Oo, P 


Odometers CR Aug 15:2 CR Dee 1:1 


Office of the Assistant to the Pres- 
ident for Reorganization CR Aug 
15:2 

Office of Consumer Affairs 

AutoCAPs Sept 1:3 
“Catch-Up” con‘erence Dec 15:4 
Comments 
Air fare advertising RR Aug 
15:1 Oct 15:5 
Chlorofluorocarbons Aug 1:3 
Energy efficiency standards 
Sept 1:2 
Junk phone calls Dee 1:4 
Truth-in-Lenuing Jul 15:2 


National Warranty Update Confer- 
ence Sept 15:1 Nov 15:1 


Office of Education 
College Work-Study Program 
CR Oct 15:2 
Consumers’ education program 
CR Oct 1:1 Dee 1:1 
Student consumer information 
services CR Dec 15:1 


Office of Management and Budget 
Aug 15:1 


Older Americans Aug 15:2 


On-time flights CR Nov 1:2 
“Operation Common Sense” Nov 
15:1 
Overbooking CR Oct 15:1 
Pacifiers CR Aug 15:1 
Passports to parks Aug 1:4 
Peaches CR Dec 1:2 
Peanut spreads CR Aug 1:1 
Peterson, Esther 
Compromise proposal Nov 1:1 
Compromise proposal postponed 
Nov 15:1 
Consumer coalition Aug 1:1 
Proposed reorganization Aug 
15:1 
Plastic balloons CR Oct 1:1 
Pneumonia vaccine Dec 1:1 
Postal Rate Commission RR Jul 
15:1 
Postal Service 
“Express Mail” delivery Nov 
1:1 
Mail disguised as bills CR Dec 
1:2 
Mail help Jul 15:3 
Mail schemes Jul 15:3 
Small post offices CR Sept 15:3 
CR Dee 15:1 
Also see RATE REGISTER 
Potatoes for chipping CR Dec 1:1 
Priority rankings Aug 1:3 
Process cheese CR Nov 1:2 
Product labeling program CR Jul 
15:1 
Product safety 
Advisory panels CR Sept 15:2 
Aerosols CR Oct 1:1 
Amana repair program Sept 15:1 
Asbestos—‘‘Consumer alert” 
Aug 15:1 
Baby rattles CR Dee 1:1 
CB and TV antennas CR Nov 
15:1 
Christmas tree lights CR Aug 
15:2 
Consumer recordkeeping CR 
Nov 15:2 
Electric cords Nov 15:3 
First aid labels CR Jul 15:2 
Glass CR Jul 1:1 
Grocery carts CR Dee 1:1 
Hammers Sept 15:4 
Hazardous products CR Oct 15:1 
Holiday safety tips Dec 1:4 
Insulation CR Oct 1:2 Oct 15:2 
CR Dee 1:1 
Lead in paint CR Oct 1:2 
Pacifiers CR Aug 15:1 
Plastic balloons CR Oct 1:1 
Priority rankings Aug 1:3 
Refuse bins CR Jul 1:1 
Tris Jul 1:1 Sept 15:4 
Also see recalls and warnings 
Progestins CR Sept 1:1 
Publications 
Applying for Reimbursement 
for FTC Rulemaking Partici- 
pation Aug 15:3 
Buying Government Personal 
Surplus Property Sept 15:4 
Christmas Decorations Made 
with Plant Materials Dec 1:4 
Consumer Information Bro- 
chure Jul 15:4 
Consumers Guide to Federal 
Publications Aug 1:2 
A Consumer's Guide to the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Dee 
1:1 
Cosmeties-The Substances Be- 
neath the Form Dee 1:4 
Directory of Federal Consumer 
Offices Sept 15 (supplement) 
Educator's Guide to Teaching 
Auto and Home Insurance 
Aug 15:4 
EFT in the United States Nov 
15:4 
Facts About Lead Glazes for 
Potters and Hobbyists Dec 1:2 
Facts on Home Insulation Sept 
15:4 
First Aid Jul 15:4 
The Health Robbers Sept 1:4 
Help: The Useful Almanac Jul 
15:2 
How to Identify and Resolve 
Radio-TV Interference Dec 
1:4 


How to Keep the Life of the 
Party Alive Sept 1:4 

How to Use USDA Grades in 
Buying Foods Jul 15:4 

Look Out for Yourself! Helpful 
Hints for Sele cting a School 
or College Jul 15:4 

1978 Gas Mileage Guide for New 
Car Buyers Oct 15:7 

Questions About Con 
dominiums Dee 1:4 

Rulemaking and Public Par- 
ticipation under FTC Im- 
provement Act Aug 15:3 

Selected US Government Publi- 
cations Aug 1:2 

Transportation of the Elderly 
and Handicapped Jul 15:4 

Unless You Decide to Quit, 
Your Problem Isn't Going to 
Be Smoking: Your Problem’s 
Going to Be Sta ying Alive Dec 
1:4 

US Government Manual Sept 
1:4 

When you Return to a Storm- 
Damaged Home Sept 1:2 

Your Guide for Teaching Money 
Management Oct 1:1 

Public participation 

Federal Trade Commission CR 
Jul 15:1 

Senate Committee report Aug 
15:1 

Also see publications 


RATE REGISTER 
MAIL 
Citizens’ rate RR Jul 15:1 
Presorted mail RR Jul 15:1 
Second class rates RR Jul 1:2 
PLANES 
Advertising RR Jul 1:2 RR 
Aug 15:1 
Auto-Train RR Jul 15:1 
Complaints RR Jul 15:2 
Discount fares RR Aug 1:1 
Domestic fares RR Jul 1:2 RR 
Aug 1:2 
Justice Dept comment RR 
Aug 15:2 
Pan Am “no frills” RR Jul 15:2 
Rate increases RR Aug 15:1 
Skytrain service RR Jul 1:1 
Smoking violation RR Jul 1: 
Split charters RR Aug 15:2 
Substitution fee RR Aug 1:2 
TWA “super coach” RR Aug 
i 
TRAINS 
Night Owl service RR Jul 15:2 
USA Rail pass RR Aug 1:2 
Reading prescriptions Nov 1:1 
Recalls 
Cars Jul 1:1 Jul 15:1 Aug 1:2 Oct 
15:1, 2 Nov 1:1, 2 
Cookies Jul 15:1 
Dietary supplements Oct 1:2 
Nov 1:2 
Grass trimmers Sept 1:1 
Helmet fasteners Aug 15:3 
Iodine Nov 1:3 
Liver pate Nov 15:4 
Pork and beans Oct 1:2 
Products for the blind Oct 15:2 
Smoke detectors Aug 15:1 
Soup Jul 15:1 
Toy alphabet blocks Dee 15:2 
Toy banks Oct 1:2 
Trucks and vans Jul 15:1, Aug 
1:2 Nov 1:2 Dee 15:2 
Tuna fish Jul 15:4 
TV sets Aug 1:2 
Vitamins Nov 15:4 
Recap of 1977 consumer actions Dec 
15:1, 2, 3, 4 
Refuse bins CR Jul 1:1 
Rehabilitation loans Nov 15:4 
Rusty cars Oct 1:1 
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Saccharin CR Aug 1:1 CR Sept 15:2 
CR Dee 1:2 
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Index (Continued) 


School breakfasts CR Sept 15:3 
School lunches CR Oct 15:2 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion 
Diamonds Jul 15:2 
Shellfish Nov 1:3 
Small post offices CR Sept 15:3 CR 
Dee 15:1 
Solar energy meeting Dec 1:1 
Student consumer information serv- 
ices CR Dec 15:1 
Sugar in cereals Oct 1:1 CR Oct 1:1 
Supreme Court 
Antitrust decision Sept 1:1 
Drug advertising Nov 1:2 
Also see recap of 1977 actions 
Surcharges CR Sept 15:2 


T, U 


Tissue from ground bone CR Nov 
15:1 
Transit systems Nov 15:2 
Transportation Dept 
See Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration, Federal Highway 
Administration, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad- 
ministration and Urban Mass 
Transportation Administra- 
tion 
Treasury Dept 
See Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms, Bureau of 
Tris Jul 1:1 Sept 15:4 
Truth-in-Lending CR Nov 15:1 
Urban Mass Transportation Ad- 
ministration Nov 15:2 


V,W 


Voluntary product labeling CR Jul 
15:1 
Warnings 
Baseball bats Jul 1:1 
Baseball pitching machines Aug 
1:1 
Pistols Nov 15:2 
Water heaters Nov 15:1 
Warranties CR Sept 1:1 Sept 15:1 
Nov 15:1 
Wine CR Aug 15:2 
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Yogurt CR Jul 1:1 
Zirconium CR Sept 1:1 


No bones about it 


Both Esther Peterson, Special Assistant to the President for Consumer 
Affairs, and the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) have commented on Ag- 
riculture Dept.’s revised proposal to permit the use of meat food products 
prepared by mechanical processing of ground bone (See CONSUMER 
REGISTER Nov. 15, 1977). The new meat product is called tissue from ground 
bone (TGB) instead of mechanically deboned meat (MDM) as originally pro- 
posed. ‘ 

Under the original proposal, the legal definition of meat would have been 
changed and consumers would not have readily known if processed meat 
products purchased used MDM which contains particles of ground bone. The 
new proposal would classify TGB as a meat product requiring clear labeling, 
and limit the amount of the TGB to 20% of the meat or poultry in a given 
product. 

Mrs. Peterson said the new proposal “safeguards consumers’ health, 
safety and right to know, permits industry to take advantage of new technol- 
ogy, and provides clear and enforceable standards for government regulation 
of TGB.” 

OCA praised Agriculture “on its effort to make this untapped protein 
source available to consumers,” while allowing consumers to “make an in- 
formed choice among competing products.” 


TGB contains small amounts of calcium resulting from processing and 
Mrs. Peterson said that the proposed regulations require “adequate labeling 
of products with TGB so that persons who must restrict their intake of cal- 
cium or wish to avoid TGB for other reasons can do so.” 

The comments noted 2 points omitted in the proposed rules, however. 
First, the new rule does not require consumers to be informed that food 
served in restaurants and other commercial settings or institutions contains 
TGB. The second omission cited is a provision that would allow processors 
who do not use TGB to include a label statement that a product does not 
contain TGB. “Such statements,” Mrs. Peterson said, “would be a real serv- 
ice to consumers who want to avoid TGB,” and who may not be sufficiently 
aware of the fine points of Agriculture’s labeling requirements to know that 
TGB must be listed on the label if it is present in the product. 
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